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IREADER. 


> - Eligion, is the grand employ- 
Fi .ment of our Lives, the main 
deſign and biaſs of our ratio- 
* > na] Natures, the important 
work and task that Heaven hath ſet us : 
and calls for our greateſt yzgour and vi- 
vacity toattend it : and though perhaps 
it may ſuffer ſome diminution from the 
meanneſs of the Perſon, who treats of it : 
Yet it is not to be denied, that its own 
intrinfick worth and native excellency 
are ſufficient to render it moſt accepta- 
ble to all intelligent Minds, and unpre 
judiced Underſtandings. -, /\- + & 
I pretend. not to any high ſtrain of 
Eloquence, or high flown Rhetoricatt- 
ons : for if I were Maſter of a 'very-flu- 
ent Oratory ; - yet ſhould Þ at this time 
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READER. 


- Ebgion is the grand employ- 
ment of our Lives, the main 
deſign and biaſs of our ratio- 

*. nal Natures , the important 

ae and task that Heaven hath ſer us : 

and calls for our greateſt yigour and vi- 

vacity toattend it : and though perhaps 

it may ſuffer ſome diminution from the 
meannel\s of the Perſon, who treats of it : 

Yet it is not to be denied, that its own 

intrinſick worth and native excellency 

are ſufficient to render it moſt accepta- 
ble to all intelligent Minds, and unpre- 
judiced Underſtandings. 

I pretend not to any high ſtrain of 

Soph or high flown Rhetoricati- 

: for if I were Maſter of a'very-flu- 
oe Oratory : ; yet ſhould Þ at this time 
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To the Reader. 


wave it, and ſtudy plainneſs ; the Sta: 
tion Tamin, a Curate ; the Perſons ] 
write unto, not Courtiers but Country: 
men ; oblige me to it. 
My Office is to preſent my Reader 
with a Portraifture of Practical Religj- 
on ; eſpecially as it hath an aſpeCt ro 
the Duties which conſtitute our Devo- 
_ tion: Here it is not proper to be quaint 
and florid, but to make Impreſſion on 
Mens Hearts ; and bring the Deity 1n- 
to their Souls. This T have' attempted 
to accompliſh in the enſuing Sheets: 
though T moſt frankly acknowledge 
how teeble and languid my Enterprize 
hath been. _ | 
Among the plain DireCtions which] 
have given towards the Conſummatin 
of a Religious Life, T have placed tho 
"which reſpect the Lord's Day 1n the 
-Front of all: and with good reaſon; 
ſeeing this, ſacred time is the Queen and 
Empreſs of all the Days in-the Week; 
and hath a uſt precedency of them by 
Our Saviour's Inſtitution, -and the pra: 
Etice of his holy Apoſtles. | 
| Religion 


To the Reader. 


_ Religion commenceth here : he that 
begins not with the right Celebration of 
this Day ; will be extreamly detective 
in all rhe other ats of Devotion and 
Religion. © ge 
This thereforein the firſt place T moſt 
paſſionately recommend to all Voraries 
of Chriſtianity ; that they would con- 
cern themſelves in the due Obſervation 
of this Divine Time: and accordingly 1 
here offer them ſuch Rules, as will be a 
certain conduct to them , and fully ut- 
ſtruct them how to behave themſelves, 
in all the Portions of that Sacred Day. 
It this attempt be favoured and ineou- 
taged by the Religious Reader : T ſhall 
beariimated theri to aſpire to a further 
degree of conſulting his Spiritual advan- 
tage;by committing to the Preſs thoſe 
other DireCtions which I have prepared 
tor the guidance of pious Minds in the 
grand buſineſs of Religion. : 
In the interim, TI bid ſuch adieu; and 
inceſfantly implore the 'Tri-une Deity ; 
That theſe my- weak endeavours may 
prove Auſpictous. et 
" 1 H; Ce 
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Of Saturday's Eve Devotios. 


Shalllwave-all the-Opinions I have read; 
concerning-the beginning of the Sab- 
'S ' bath } thecauſe I-would not 'here enter 
A_ into a Controverſy with any Man. 
The Sentiments of Men are various, yet 
how different'foever they may'be otherwiſe, 
ſure I am, all agree in this : That a due Pre- 
paration the Even «before , will'be a;great 
help'to «perform | the.Duties of the Day-fol- 
—_CTTCT »_ 
The :Pritnitive" Chriſtians uſed to-ſpend 
the greateſt piry of Saturday Night, in'Faſt- 
ing; WarcHing;and*Prayer; to'fit them for 
'the *Dity *'6f the (ſubſequent *Day ': 'from 
\whetice, -I*ſuppoſe, 'our Churth: borrows the 


"Coltom of reading” the Collect for theSunday, 


pon the*Eve foregoing. Nay, ſo zealous 
were they in God's Service , that upon the 
ringing of the Belt to Church , the Plowman 
'uſed to, leave: tHe Plow , and the" Tradeftnan” 
his Shop ; *to*join with the Miniſter: *pub- 
lickPrayers; for « Bleſſmg'brithe SaÞbath. 


A. 4 VWhich 


ED, 

Which Devotion of theirs , becauſe thi; 
our degenerate Age is, for the moſt 
ſtrangely averſe to ; and-very-few , if any 
will have recourſe to the Houſe of God 
there to perform their duty-: Let them re. 
pair to their private Oratory ; Let ther 


enter into their” Cloſets-z*.Let Conſcience 


there call an Audit in'their Breaſts; and 
both impartially judge 'the.,actions of th 
Week paſt : and how the Caſe ſtands, at pre 
ſent, between God and their S$ouls.: Beg, ( 
beg of God, Dear Chriſtian !- to give thee : 
true ſight and ſenſe of, all thy.Siny: which 
thou mailſt do in this following Prayer. 


Oo Father. of Light , and God of Low, 
AF zrant me true Light, true Love, and tri 
Wiſdom ; that I may clearly diſcern what doth 
pleaſe, or diſpleaſe thy [Drone Hajeſty 5 mi 
earneſtly deſaring , even from my very. Soul , ti 
deteſt the one; and embr ace the other, Illuminat 
the Eyes of my Vaderſtanding, that I may thu) 
fee my Sins, aud. Imperfettions < hr hurt m 
Memory, that T may duly confeſs them : aud tt- 


Gify my Will , that [ may reſolutely amen 
them. OY 
| Return. O my Soul ! to thy Self, and to th 
God,. Lament , Repent , Amend, The Spitii 
1nde 
fore 


, 


Na willing, but the Fleſh 1s weak - there 
thjn thou me, O Lord; and ſhalt 
turned, 


(9) 


turned, Convert thou me , ;and I ſhall be con- 
verted. Further,me, 1 bumbly beſcech thee, with 


thy continual belp, that in all myWorks, be un, 


continued and ended in thee, 1 may glorify thy 
holy Name, and finally, by thy Mercy , obtain 
Everlaſting Life, through Jeſus Chriſt Our Lord. 
Amen. ... | | 


Queſtions to be put to our ſelves every 
Saturday Night. 


1, How have I this Week kept my Heart ? 
Have I been diligent in putting away-evil 
thoughts: of ſundry ſorts ? and have I kept 
my mind exerciſed with- good and holy Me- 
ditations ? Have I, thought humbly of.,my 
ſelf ? Charitably of my Neighbour , and re- 
verently of my Maker and Redeemer ? 

2, How have I this Week kept the Door 
of my Lips ? Have nat I uttered many. idle, 
vain, and unprofitable words? Have I ſpoke 
of my Neighbour with that Love and Cha- 
rity, as I would have others ſpeak of me ? 
Have I had that compaſſion of others defects, 
as of my own ? | | 

3. What aim had I in all my actions ? 
Have I done them ſo purely for the Love of 
God, as I onght ? or had Ll any Worldly re- 
ſpect in the doing of them 2? 

4. How have I kept my Senſes thus War 

Ve 
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(10) 
"Have not mine Eyes gazed upon vranton oh. 
jceas. Have not mine Earsiſtned unto filthy 
Communication ? - And'my taſte delightet 
elf in*Gluttony ant'Drunkenneſs ? 
5. Have T been 'Þ truly thankful for God' 
Metcies, as Iought to have been ? | 

6. Have not I, this Week , omitted my 
Prayers.? Slovered them over ? or ſuffered 
my thonghts to wander in them 2? 

Laſtly, Have not I 'been guilty of ſome 
crying Sin , that might juſtly cauſe, God to 
reject them. + abies» 
Theſe Queries propoſed , and thy, Heart, 
O Chriſtian ! upon Enquiry ,: detlating thee 
emity : with'me £27, mn” rs. Fo 

'Of theſe, 'and all'my other Sins that 'I ban 
committed from my youth up , unto-this preſat 
day, T' moſt heartily repent 'me , "O- Lord mh 
Grd ! and I am truy * forry for every thought, 
word \,-and-att , by -which I have provoked ty 
wrath © and indignation” againſt me «© Þſpecialy 
for my diſobedrence © of ſo holy a Haw ; and ex- 
trenm ingratitude to fo bountiful a Lord. 0 
God, T do acknowledge my ſelf n12worthy the leaj 
of thy Mercies , and obnoxious t9 the preateſs if 


thy Fudgments : but thou haſt revented thy ſel 


a God "of Pity and Compaſſion, forpivyhng the Tt- 
zquities of ſiich as truly repent , aid atquitting 
thoſe that voluntarily acquit themfeFes,” Vi here- 
fore mit a penitent and contrite Henrt , I con- 
fel: 


(11) 
feſs my own guiltineſs ;, reſolving pativtly"to 
bear whatſoever affliction thou 'laiſt upon Me for 
my Sins : hoping for Pardon , through the alone 
Mercies of our Saviour Chriſt. | 

And now, O moſt gracious and liberal'Bene- 
far ! 'with my whole ſtrength and 'facultics-of 
Soul and Body,  T praiſe and magnify thy ame, 
for thy great and innumerable benefits , proteta- 
ing purely from thy bounty , and intended wholly 
for my good, Particularly , for preſerving the 
this Week in the midſt of ſo many dangers inci- 
dent to my condition ; and delivering me front ſo 
many Calamities and Miſeries due to my Stns. 

T hou art my Creator ,, O my God! and: gr a- 
cious ProtefFor : thou art the ultimate end of my 
being, and the ſupream perfetFion of my Natiire, 
and under the ſhadow of thy Wings 1s my perpe- 
tual repoſe - from the Light of thy Countenarce 
flows Eternal Joy and Felicity. To Thee ve 
Glory and Honour ,* Adoration and Praiſe from 
all Creatures, now and for evermore. Atnen. 

And ſince thou baſt' ordained us the day to 14- 
bour in ,' and the night to take our reſs - as | 
praiſe thee for the bleſſings of the day paſt ," fo 1 
beſecch thee for thy Prote&tion this Night. © Let 
the Eye of thy Providence watch over me ,” and 
thy boly Angels pitch their Tent about me ; that 
being ſafely delrvered from all dangers,and Com- 
fortably refreſhed with moderate ſleep ; I may be 
the better enabled to perform the employment of my 
condition, 


(12) 
condition, and f aithfully perſevere in the duti 
of thy Service to my Lifes end. Amen. 

Beware of ſitting up late your ſelf on th 
Saturday Night , or of cauſing others to d 
ſo; Leſt when you go into the Houſe of God 
to join with the multitude in Prayer, you ar 
fitter to ſlcep than pray : differing little 
from the dead Bodies, aſleep in their Grave / 
The one ſleeps above the Earth ; the othe! 
underneath ir. | | 

And when you are laid in your Bed, le 
not your mind run on Worldly thoughts: 
but think of the infinite Majeſty of God, tha 
you are then to meet, think of the great! 
welght and importance of the holy Ordinan-ſſ 0! 
ces, then vouchiafed you ; how they concern 
thy Salvation or Damnation, thy Everlaſting] a 
Lite or Death; Meditate on the ſhort tink 
thou haſt to enjoy the Sabbath in : how near 
thy Life is to an end : how eaſily God cal 
take down this Earthly. Tabernacle : ho 
there 1s no working, no labour, no ſtriving 
in the other World, to which thou art go 
ing; and continue thus muling till the fire 0f 
Meditation begin to burn. If thou thus le 
veſt thy Heart with God on Saturday Night, 
no doubt but you will find it with him the 
next Morning, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. IL 
Of Awaking with Goa. 


) A* ſoon as ſleep hath unſeal'd thineEyes, 


lift up thy Soul inThankſgiving to thy 
Maker for preſerving thee that night,and at- 
fording thee a good beginning of a new day; 
eſpecially a Sabbath day.z to labour for his 
Glory, and the good of thine own Soul. And 
that you may be incited to perform this Act 


-Þ of praiſe, conſider theſe ſeveral motives. 


1. That perhaps many others not fo ſinful 
3s thy ſelf , have been hurried from their 
Beds to the Bar of Judgment ; from a Bed 
of Down they have been caſt into a Bed of 
Flames : yet God in his infinite Mercy hath 
ſpared you until now, to Repent , and pre- 
pare your Accounts. 

2, Conſider that many others are viſited 
by God Almighty with Sickneſs, fo that they 
cannot ſerve God in the Publick Aſſemblies : 
while you enjoy your health and free liberty, 
to go with the multitude into his Courts. 

3. Conſider that you are now brought to 
the beginning of another day , which when 
palt, you ſhall never ſee again, 

| Thor 
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Thon maiſt poſſibly ſee more Sabbath 
Days ; but that ſpace of time when the Su 
1s once ſet , 
more. How careful then ſhould"ſt thou he tq 
improve this Day, ſo thag it may. turn to the 
beſt account. Solomon ſends Man to School to 
theAnt,to learn this goodHusbandry(Prov.s, 
6, 7,8.) Oh that we were as wiſe for the 
Bread- 0j, Life , that came down from Hes 
ven; as the poor Piſmire for Bread , that 


| {prings out of the Earth |! 


The Sabbath 1s an, Harveſt ; . and he tha 
fleeps away his time in Harveſt, 1s a Son that 
cauſeth ſhame. 

The Seaman , or Mariner , obſerves hi 
Wind and Tide, otherwiſe he cannot get to 
his intended Harbour : but Seaſons of Gra: 
are not like the Tides; of which, 1t you 
miſs one, you may get another. How care 
{ul then ſhouidit. thou be to improve ever] 
Minute ! 

Our Saviour Chriſt ſaid to his Diſciple 
concerning the Loaves and Fiſhes, Gather u 
the Fragments that. nothing be loſs. The like 
advice | give you concerning.the Lord's Day: 
Gather up the Parcels thereof, Let no part 
of it bg {oft,no not the leaſt Minutes ; whici 
zre Prexiaus : to this end, Spiritualize all tht 
objects you meet with in the Day'; as thus. 

\Whea fir, awake , think that God Al 
might; 


thou ſhalt never ſee again an! 
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(75 
mizhty can as eaſily awaken you out of your: 

raves from the ſleep of Death ; as.he hath. 
in your, Beds, from the ſleep of Nature : ket 
the riſing, out of your Beds, put you in-mind: 
of the Reſurrection. - And when you ſee the 
Sun, Let your Meditation be ; That if the ri- 
ſing of one Sun be fo glorious, how glorious 
will that day be, when ſo many thouſands of 
Bodies , far brighter than the Sun, ſhall ap- 
pear to accompany Chrut at the great Aſſi- 
zes ? Conſider that this great Star muſt run 
in one Day, ten or twelve Millions of 
Leagues : and ſhall you make no progreſs in 
Virtue ? Conſider that unwearied Harbinger 
is gone to take you up a Lodging in the 
Grave: each Minute 1s.:ſo much deduced 
from your Life. Follow therefore the Coun- 
ſel of the- Son of God, Work while it 1s Day; 
tor the Night cometh , when no Man can 
work, Let not then this Light burn in vain ; 
but endeavour by your own good Works, to 
let your Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they 
may ſee your Works, and glorify your Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven. 

As thou art putting on thy Apparel, re- 
member ſome of them were at firſt given as 
coverings of ſhame , being the effect of Sin ; 
and that they are made of the Excrements 
and Offals of dead Beaſts , ſo that thou haſt 
very little cauſe to be proud of Gy on 

ee 


(16) 
deed , thou haſt great cauſe to be hum- 
_ at the ſi ght thereof : ſeeing the richeſt 
_— are. but the fine covers of the foul- 
Therefore as thou art Cloathing 

ty Body, endeavour to Cloth thy Soul with 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, as with a Garment: 


Leſt while thou art richly apparelled in the 


ſight of Men; thy Soul be found to walk na- 
ked in the ſight of God. 

Before thou betakeſt thy Self to thy Clo- 
ſet, breath forth thy Soul to God at thy firſt 
awaking, in this, or the like, ſhort Ejacula- 
tion. 


Lord God, as thou baft awakened my 


Body from laſk Nights ſleep , ſo by thy 
Grace awaken my Soul from the Lethargy of Sin, 
that at the general Reſurretion I may ariſe t 


Eternal Glory, Amen. 


— — 


CASAF.. IL, 


Of Cloſet-Prayer , and the Preparations 
to it. 


Aving thus fitted thy Self for thy Clo- 

ſet, before thou -prayeſt take the wile 
Man's Counſel (Eccluſ.. 18. 5. 23.). Pope 
thy 


bac, ho, —— T4 


< 
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(17). 
thy Self , and be not as one that tempteth 
God. 
Now for thy better preparation obſerve 
gf theſe few Rules. 
th 1. You are to remember when you ſettle 
: Þ your ſelf in Prayer, you then place your ſelf 
ie ff iQ the preſence of God , whoſe Eyes indeed 
a- Þ are upon all Men ; but in a more eſpecial 
manner upon thoſe that call upon him in 
0- I Prayer. 
tH 2. The conſideration of his preſence 1s to 
a- © put you in mind , with what humble reve- 
rence both of Soul and Body , you ought to 
appear before ſo great a Majeſty. 
"| 3. Lay aſide all wrath and malice againſt 
by © your Neighbour. I will, ſaith the Apoſtle,that 
m, | men lift up boly hands- without wrath (1 Tum, 
to 2. 8.) St. Hicrom confeſleth this of him- 
ſelf, that when he was angry he durlt not 
enter into the Church , but toytum animo & 
corpore contremuiſſe , He trembled very much 
both. in Body and Mind. The Spouſe of 
Chriſt is compared to a Dove , which ſome 
lay 1s /3ne felle, without Gall. "The very Hea- 
thens when they offered Sacrifice threw the 
Gall of the Beaſt away : and wilt thou offer 
to God the Gall of wrath, hitterneſs and re- 
lo- © venge, with the Sacrifice of Prayer 7 
iſe 4. Baniſh all Worldly thoughts out of 
are | your Heart, Our Saviour when he taught us 
B to 
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to pray, by the Preface to the Petitions 
telleth us where our affections in Prayer 
ſhould be, viz. in Heaven : Our Father, whici 
art in Heaven, Therefore betore you begin 
to pray, you are to reſolve within your ſelf, 


ſeriouſly to intend the Duty you are about, 


that your heart may not wander, but g9 


along with your Prayers: Or it throughſ 


weakneſs it pw ea to ſtray , to call 1t back 
again, and ask 
Prayer as this : 


Pardon for it , in ſome ſuchf 


Lord ſtrengthen me , and reſtrain me, ani 


lay nct this weakneſs to my charge. 


Having entred thy Oratory, propoſe theft] 


few Queſtions to thy Soul , and engage thy} 


ſelf to an Anſwer: 

O my Soul ! Wherefore art thou now re- 
tired into this place ? VWhat 1s thy delign: 
W hat are thy Pretcnlions? Where 1s thy 
God, whom thou comeſt to treat with ? k 
he preſent ? Doth he hear thee? Is he mer: 
ciful ? Will he hclp thee? What is the bul: 
neſs thou art to negotiate ? Is it the faving 
thy Soul , or the ſatisfa&tion of Earthly de 
fires? What words wilt thou uſe to more 
God to hear thee ? What humble Geſture: 
What profound Reverence? Dolt thou 
know who thou art before ? Is not Gods Eft 
upon all , to obſerve Head and Heart, Li 
and Lite ! Dareſt thou ſuffer thy ogy 
1018) 


» 29—__— _ 


© Ww4 }p ws 


—_——- 


(19) 
then to wander ? Will he be pleaſed with 
that Sacrifice he hath accurſed , of drawing 
nigh to him with our Lips, when our Hearts 
are far from him ? 

Anſwer thy ſelf briefly to every one of 
theſe Interrogatories, as thy own Conſcience 


| dictates to thee ; for by this Diſcourſe made 


to thy ſelf, thou ſhalt be better prepared to 


| diſcourſe with Ged. 


Having thus prepared thy ſelf for Prayer, 


| thou maiſt then fall down on thy Knees, and 
| to thy ordinary Prayers (which muſt not on 
| this Day by any means be omitted)add theſe 


1þ following Heads of Prayers : ſuitable in ſome 
*Þ meaſure, to the folemnity of the Day. 


5 


1. You are to pray for the Miniſter, that 
God would give him the door of utterance, 
that he may open his mouth boldly to pub- 
liſh the myſteries of the Goſpel : that he 
may ſpeak the word truly, ſincerely, pow- 
erfully, and profitably ; delivering that 
which is ſutable and ſeaſonable to your con- 
aition. 

2, You are to pray for your ſelves , that 
he would banifh out of your Head all wan- 
dring, worldly thoughts, which may diſtract 
your minds in the hearing of the word, and 
lo choak that Heavenly Seed, make it Fruit- 
les: and that he would give unto you as at- 
tention to hearken; ſo Underſtanding to 

B 2 conceive, 


( 20 ) 
conceive , Wiſdom to apply , Judgment to 
diſcern, Faith to believe, Memory to retain, 
and Grace to practiſe , what you ſhall hear : 

So that the word may prove unto you, not a 
Savour of Death unto Death, but of Life un- 
to Lite ; all which you may do in this fol- 
lowing Prayer. 


Lord God , from whom alone are the Pre- 
parations 'of the heart , the day 1s now 
come, which being holy unto the e., I am to ſpend 
in thy more folema Worſhip : 
are by me not duly repented of, which may juſtly 


briag upon me a Curſe inſtead of a Bleſſing ;, eſ-l 


pecially my crying Sins ,, (Here mention thy 
particular Cins which thou haſt found ry 
Self guilty of ; 
by thee, the laſt Week) that may make my 
Prayer an Abomination to thee. Accept, 0 


Lord, this my Confeſſion, and (at leaſt ) defer | 
turn my heart from them fo 


of Or bu for them ; 


= - . and thr ough the blood of my Sai 


, fo remove the guilt of ther, that they my TG 
ow t binder good things from me. Let the effuſzonÞ 
bath upon me and all the Cougre-þ 
Let my 


of thy Grace , 
gations of thy People, be ever plentiful - 
heart be fixed, that no vain or worldly thoughts 
Darbour there ; while I an ' thy Houſe. 
me with thy holy Spirit , 

unto toee with a true  : that 1 may be fer- 
vent 


nuany £15 there 


and alſo the Sins committed 


uicken 
that I may draw nea'f 
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vent in Spirit, ſerving thee ;, and that, recerving 
thy word with an boneſt and good heart, I may 
underſtand and keep it : and bring forth fruit 
with patience, and to perfettion, 

Remember thou thy Servants which are to diſ- 
pence thy myſteries unto thy People , and eſpeci- 
ally him upon whoſe teaching 1 wait : Pardon 
their Sins and Frailties, open their Mouths, guide 
their Minds and Tongues, tbat they may deliver 
thy truths in the demonſtration of thy Spirit : and 
let thy Work ſo proſper in their hands , that 


| they may both ſave themſelves , and them that 
| bear them, that both may be built up 1m our moſt 
| boly Faith , to-the perfecting thy Church , and 
| Eternal Glory of thy name thereby , through Te- 
| {us Chriſt our Lord and Saviour, Amen. 


You may alſo add this Prayer. 


Lord ! Holineſs becometh thy Houſe, and 
dutifulneſs becometh me to go into thy 


| Courts, and wait upon thee, and this 15 the great 
= day of thy Service: thou that haſt given me to 
| ſee the Iight of this day make me careful todo the 
| duty of it ; timely to preſent my ſelf unto thee ; 
-|þ 4nd reverently to behave my ſelf before thee ;; 
| toat when I go hence, I may return with fruit 


and favour from thee , for Jeſus Chriſ”s ſake. 


| Amen, 


When you go to receive the Sacrament, 
vle this Prayer. 
B 3 O Thoy 
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Thou in whoſe Temple every man ſpeaks | - 

of thine honour , whoſe Glory no morta! 
man can ſuffwicntly expreſs , whoſe Goodneſs ny 
tongue 15 able to diſplay, whoſe Holineſs tranſcends 
all the perfettions we ſee bere below ! overaw my 
Spirit, when I go with the multitude to the Houſe 
of God,, with the Voice of Joy and Praiſe. O et 
me conſider , that it us the All-ſeeing God in 
whoſe preſence I ſtand; and that boly Angels areÞ ; 
ſent to obſexve my Devotion ! Give me ſober Bc 
Thoughts, holy Affe&ions, devout Poſtures, ftea-Þ5, 
dineſs of Mind, ardent Deſzres , modeſs Looks, 
and a grave Behaviour : eſpecially now I am go-Wl; 
ing to receive the Sacrament. Now, let all that Þit: 
is within me turn into holy breathings baniſh 
from me all undegent thoughts ; and if thou doſt Þ w 
not think fir to free me from temptations before Þ id 
they come , give me Grace vigorouſly to reſi 
them, that I may ſhow my Zeal to thy Glory, by Þ'rc 
ny abhorrence of all imaginations , that exalt Þ 1 
themſelves againſt the obedience of Chriſt Teſu 
Amen. Ic 
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" CHAP. IVv. 

ds | 
Of Family-Duty ere we go to 

7 God's Houſe. , 


mx A Fter thou haſt fitted thy Self for Church, 
Ie thy next care muſt be caretally and 
& Þ conſcientiouſly to perform Family-Duties : 
a-WM7Joſ. 24. 15. Let others do what they will, 
&, Wl and my Fuſe (faith he) will ſerve the Lord. 
'0- In order to the performance of which duty, 
at F take along with you theſe following Rules. 
ih} 1. See that your Servants and Children 
of Þ waſte not away the Morning in fleep and 
oe F} idleneſs, 

| 2. Cauſe them to join together in Prayer, 

by Þ reading, or any other Godly Exerciſe, Gen. 

ah 18. 19. 

WE 3. Make them accompany you to Church, 
{command their Bodies, though you cannot 
{their Souls. 

4. Inform your ſelves and them , what a 
{great and glorious Majeſty and Maſter you 

P Fare to ſerve: a God fo glorious, that the 
Every Angels vail and cover their Faces, not 
being able to behold the brightneſs of his 
Glory. And if this lowly Reverence be per- 

| B 4 formed 
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formed by them, who are in ſuch nearneſs ty 
God ; what poſture is low enough for us 
who, in compariſon of thoſe Heavenly Spi- 
rits, are viler than the ground we tread on, 

5. Make them ſenfible, what poorWorm 
and wretched Creatures they are , Dult and 
Aſhes ; their Hearts full of Putrefaction, and 
a fink of Sin : and therefore ought to come 


crawling , crouching and trembling , to the 


Throne of Grace. 


6. Examine what Preparation they have 


made for the Sabbath ; whether they. hay: 
not ſpent more time and care to dreſs their 


Body for the Eye of Man, than to deck their 
Soul for the Eye of God. Whether they hari 
prayed in private for a bleſſing on God's Or-Þ 


dinance. 


7. Inform them ſeriouſly of the great work 
what a' weighty work 1t 15 


they go about , 


how that their Weeks Works are but toys} 


2nd trifles in compariſon of it. What are 
Sheep, Oxen, or Shops ; to Grace, Chnil, 


Py 3 


2nd Heaven ? Exhort them 211 to be careful 


and ſerious in God's work,in Soul-Salvation-W 
.Work: and therefore they ovght to prepareſſÞ 


- themſelves with all their might, 
the Fourth Commandment 
binds you to look to all within your care, 
both Man-Servant and Maid-Servant , Oi 


Rememyver 


Whoſocver rides them unneceſſary Journe)s 
01 
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to on that day, the groans of the tired Beaſt, 
vw, will riſe up in judgment againſt them , and 
pi condemn them for breaking God's Com- 
mand. 
ms nm Motives hereunto, conſider 
nd . That it is God in a Family ,, not Man 
nd _ that maketh it to proſper : ſo that if 
me thou wouldeſt have it go well with thy Fa- 
theſ mily ; then oughteſt thou -to. ſet up the 
| worſhip of God in it. The Lord bleſled the 
wel Houſe of Obed-Edom for the Arks fake: ſo 
weſt God will bleſs thy Houſe, if the Ark, that 
ei} is, his worſhip be there. Wouldit thou have 
lt | thy Family flouriſh , ſet up the worſhip of 
We | God in it. Let no wicked Perſon remain in 
Jr- | thine Houſe. He that will not pray and join 
{in the worſhip of God with thee ; Let him 
"Tk not eat with thee, Make Foſhua's reſolution ; 
1s, As for me and my Houſe, we will ſerve the Lord, 
| 2. Remember you mult be accountable to 
areÞ} God for thoſe Souls he hath committed to 
it, Þ your charge : you ought therefore to take 
ful care that they be trained v 7 in the fear of 
"nM the Lord. See that none of your Family be 
areÞ given to any Vice, viz, Swearing, Drinking 
[Lying , or the like. Make choice of ſuch 
at © Servants as fear God : chuſc for him ſome- 
re, Þ what, and not altogether for your felf. En- 
Jr, Wquire in the firſt place , velicther they will 
95 inbmit to his word : if nor, let them not 
01 come 
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come under thy roof. As thou wouldft not 
tave the Devils Company 1n thine Houle; 
ſo do not entertain any of his Friends and 
Servants; but rather let it be an Harbour Yo 
and Hahitation of God's Children : for { Þ” 
ſhalt thon be blefled. You know that God Þ* 
bleſſed 7.aban for Facoi's ſake : ſo may you 
ukewife expcct a \ Blcfl ng , 'if you entcrtain 8"? 
fuch 1n your Rovſe; 


A Faniiiy-Prayer before we go to. Church, 


, Lora, encreaſe our Faith, and by thy boy 
Spirit oh onr hearts to pray as m 


1 


ought ; and for Chrift”s ſake accept thts Morning WP" 
Sacy ific of Prayer , though weak and imper felt 
which in bis Name : and by bis Mediation an! Ws 
interce/non we offer up to Thee, 4 
We humbly and heartily acknowledge thy inf- 
aite Wiſdom, tender Love, and Fatherly Good- 
neſs towatas us thy unzorthy Servants , muſ 
vile and wretched Sinners , 1n that it bath plec- 
ſed thee nt only to give 18 a liberal allowance 
trme to ds cur own Works, and follow our oni 
Callmgs and Recrearions ,for the bealth of our Bu-P" 
des, ard tie nece ſit ics of this preſent Life : 20/4 £ 
Gi io to appoint us 042 day in ſeven to attend ux-WP" 
on thee, do thy Work , and fit our ſelves to ket) 
with thee an Everlaſiins Sabbath in the hight} þ 
Fleavens. I 
[! 
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IH know, O Lord, that we are bound in Con- 
rience to ſerve and worſhip thee every day of the 
Week ; and every day to fet apart ſome time 
or Spiritual and Heavenly Exerciſes ;, yea, and 
hen we are 1n Earthly buſneſs, to carry Hea- 
venly minds about with us : yet it bath pleaſed 
hee further to allow us one day in ſeven to attend 

holly upon thee, and more throughly to acquaint 
mr ſelves with thee , with thy ways , and with 
ur ſinful and deceitful bearts : to wean them 
rom the Love of this World, and ſet them upon 

Heavenly Joys. 
| And now, O Lord, as thou haſt given us a 
Way to ſerve thee ;, fit and prepare every Soul to 
ng Wir o7/hip thee as we ought, To this end , give us 
ve afiſtance of thy boly Spirit , that we may 
Jearn to redecm time , and number all our days, 
bur Sabbaths more eſpecially ; that ſo we may 
wply our hearts unto Wiſdom : that we may now 
pet wiſe, religious, believing and Repeniing 
earts, O Lord , give us Grace to conſecrate 
vs day ,, as a day of delight , holy and honour- 
ble to thee : not doing our own Works, nor fol- 
owing our own Pleaſures , nor ſpeaking our own 
rds; but exerciſmng our ſelves in duties of 
tety and Mercy, publickly and privately : in 
by Houſe and in our own, So that we may make 
bus Seaſon a day not only of reconciliation for 
be Sins of the Week paſt but alſo a day of 
Preparation and ſpiritual Proviſton , furniſhing 
our 


= — " 
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our ſelves for the better performance of the dutiÞucſ 
of thz Ii/eek to come. a 
ng now, O Heavenly Father, we are goin: 
wy. Hue to partake of thy Ordinances, wc0 
bees b thee to go with us thither, and ſtand by w/7: 
there; and bring us back again : rejoicing whe 
We ſhall find our Faith encreaſed,our Hope quid 
ned, our Zeal kindled, our Hearts inflamed wi 
the Love of thee and our Brethren, Let us ni 
we beſeech thee, make thy Houſe , which p "W/ 
Fiouſe of Pr ayer and Spiritual Exer ciſes 
a Den of Thieves : bit let us look to.our Far 
that ſo we may be more ready to hear , thant 
offer up the Sacrifice of Fools. 

It 1s a fearful thing , when this word whi 
ſhould he a Savour of Life unto Life , does pro 
a Sivour of Death unto Death ;, as it i 
many who regard not what thcy hear, 

Grant therefore, O Lord , that we may tal 
aligent beed what we hear and how we hear: 
keep us we humbly pray © thee . that we be not lit 
unio them that be compar ed unto the high way; 
Wino do n9t fo much as bend their minds to Yoga 
woat is taught. nor to them, who are compar 
to tine fiony g ground ;, wn9 do it but ſhallowly au” 
ſuperficiaily * mor to them that be compared | 
the t:5'1 uy 4 ground: that do choak and ſmother tf" 

2th Btiite 17g their edje. ple aſure, gamn and ns pu 
fit over inuch, But grue us Grace to be like ti" 
op around ; who coining to the word with - Ia 
" 
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utieicſk and good hearts, bring forth good Fruit, with 
atience, and in good Seaſon : * So that keeping 
vin this day as we ought to do ;, we may be tranſla- 
| wſicd to keep an Everlaſting Sabbath in the higheſt 
by Wh Heaven. Amen. 
whe 
ck 
+ CHAP. V. 
it) 
EF 
0 | 


Jf the great obligation that lies upon every 
one of us to worſhip God ia Publich. 


Eglect not gue Ordinances upon 
pretence of ſerving God in private : 
»mWhat God Almighty gives his Bleſſing both 
eo private and Family-Duties , 1s molt cer- 
ain; but to put God off with theſe, and 
takWczlcct publick Worſhip : 1s to rob him of a 
-arFWgrezter ſumm, and pay him with a leſs. 
1M It 15 worth our Obſervation, that the Sab- 
1; and publick Worſhip of God , are by 
rain joined together ; therefore let no Man 
arelſWut them aſunder : Ye {hall keep my Sabbath, 
ani|$14 reverence my Santtuary ,, | am the Lord 
d nÞc#7 God. They then that deſpiſe God's San- 
7 it Wfuary, cannot obſerve God's Sabbath. Do 
1-Wut conſider David's Tears for the want, and 
this Prayers for the fruition of Publick Ordi- 
h-Wances ; even then , when he had opportu- 
gl nity 


Ws. + th, 
nity for private Performances : and ſure 
then thou wilt eſteem the Miniſtry of the 
word no mean mercy. See his ſorrow f 
the want of them! I was driven (faith he 
from the San&Fuary , when 1 did but think of i 
my Soul was poured out like water ; for I hu 
gone with the multitude, I went with them tot| 
Houſe of God. Pſal. 42. 3. My Soul was poured © 
02t (that is) was over-whelm'd with grief ; 
and even ready to dye ; when I compare ny ſp 
preſent condition with my former happineſ 
in the fruition of religious Aſſemblies, fa 

How bitterly and paſſionately doth k* 
plead with Saul 2 If the Lord bath ſtirred the © 
up againſt me, let him accept an Offering : Je 
if men, Curſed be they before the Lord , for tht (/ 
have driven me out this day, from the inberitant>* 
of the Lord. (1 Sam. 26. 19.) 

How pathetically does he bemoan his own | 
Soul 2 Woe 15 me, for 1 dwell in Jeſeck , aud 
have mxbabitation im the Tents of Kedar ! Tit ' 
loſs of his Father , Mother , Wives , Chil: 
dren, Lands, Liberty, nay life it ſelf; woult 
not have gone ſo near his Heart, as the lok 
of the publick Ordinances. As his forron 
was great for the want; ſo was his Soul mol 
earneſt ior the fruition of them. 

How many Prayers does he put up for tl: 
liverty of the Tabernacle Pſal.4.3. 3, 4-) and 
Pſal. 27. 4. One thing have I deſired of tl 
Lots 


[ti 
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Lord, which I will ſeek after : viz. That 1 
Wight dwell in the Tabernacle of the Lord, and 
viſit bus boly Temple. And (Verſe 8.) When 
thou ſaidſt , ſeek my face ; my heart ſaid unto 
thee, thy face , Lord , will I ſeek, David at 
this time was baniſhed the Temple, and he 
among other reaſons uſeth this argument to 
reſtore him to his happineſs ; as if he had 
. M ſid: O God thou baſk commanded me to wor- 
W /hip thee in the Temple. To appear before thee 15 
my delight ; my heart deſires to ſeek and ſee thy 
face there, Thus he prays to God for the 
performance on his ſide, that he might be 
enabled to obey-God's Precept. Peter and 
John went up to the Temple at the hour of Prayer 
(Ads 3. 1.) and St. Paul reaſoned in the Syna- 
gogue everySabbath day(Acts1 3.14.)thole that 
by their practices contemn publick worſhip, 
have neither Chriſt nor the Anoſtles for 
{cir Pattern, One of the Jewiſh Rabbies 
The 4th a ſaying, he that dwells in a City where 
pi. ihere is a Synagogue , and cometh not to 
ſt rayers, merito dicitur vicinus malus : it thou 
of=iorfakett the Aſſembly of God ; how uiztul 
on} -20u maiſt be to others Bodies, I know not : 
but I am ſure thou art neither to thine own 
Soul, or theirs; in neglecting God's ſer- 
Vice, 
Conſider the condition of Primitive Chri- 
ſtians , who were forced to ſerve the Lord 
with 
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with fear , and attend his Ordinances with 
trembling : who built Churches under 
ground,rather than they would want the op- 
portunity of ſerving God in Publick, 

Conſider alſo how David bemoan'd him- 
ſelf, counting Swallows and Sparrows in this 
much better than he,becauſe they could build 
their Neſts in the Temple, while he was be 
niſhed from it. (Pſa. 84. 1, 2, 3.) How ami 
ble are thy Tabernacles,O Lord 5 My Sou! long. 
eth, yea even fainteth for the Courts of the Lord: 
my heart and my fleſh cryeth out for the livin 
God. Yea, the Sparrow hath found an Houſe 
and the Swallow a Neſt for her ſelf , where, 
may lay her young : even thine Altars, O Lin 
of Hoſts, my King and my God, Did David, 
being abridged thercof, . thus bemoan him: 
ſelf? Surely then we ſhould count it a great. 
Mercy , that we have Publick Churches and 
Oratories to go unto, without any lett or moþ 
leſtation ; that we have no Tyrants, no Fo 
reign Enemies, no Rods, no Axes, no nolk 
of War to aſiright us from God's publick Or 
dinances: what cauſe of rejoicing is here ! 

But yet, if this liberty of ours make 
wanton, and the plenty God gives us temp 
us to Licentiouſneſs : if inſtead of grown} 
better we grow worſe : if the anna We 
have , do not make us to hunger and thirk 


after righteouſneſs; we may have juſt reaſo! 
[0 
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to fear God will remove our Candleſtick 

from us, and give it to a Nation that bring- 

eth forth better fruit than we have done. 
Perhaps you ſay , you ſpend your time as 


F religiouſly at home as you do at Church ; 


that you Read, Pray , Catechiſe, and the 
like: but I muſt tell you, you do all this out 


Hof Seaſon ; you miſ-time and miſplace duty, 


and you ſhould not uſe one Ordinance or 


WDuty, in plain contempt and neglect of ano- 
"Wther ; you cannot expect God's Preſence, nor 


look for the gift of God's Grace, in a way 
of Diſobedience to his Command , and neg- 
lect of his appointed means. 

When God ſets up the Miniſtry of the 
word in any place , his Spirit then opens his 


Fchool , and expetts thar all that ſhould be . 


wght , ſhould come thither : Now (faith 
be Learned Mr. Gurnal) whether is it moſt 
itting, that a Scholar fhould wait of his Ma- 


ſter at School ; or that the Maſter ſhould 
un after his Truant Scholar at play in the 


eld, to teach him there? And again, put 


L F-ale (faith the Reverend Dr. Sherlock) any 


NPpL 
V10s 
{ Wo 
hurl 
aſo! 

[0 


ft you were 'a Father of a numerous Off- 
pring , and that without any expreſs Com- 
and , moſt of your Children ſhould agree 

y common conſent to viſit you together, to 
K your Bleſſing, and pay their thankful ac- 
aowledgment ro you for your care of their 
C Education, 
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Education , and the liberal proviſion 'you 
have made for them; but one or two of : 
them ſhould chuſe to come in private, when 
no body ſees them, and obſtinately refuſe toſ« 
come with their Brethren ; though they c 
were cenſured by them for undurtifulneſs and} : 
ingratitude. Now if Man would not accept | 
of ſuch a private acknowledgment : ſhall we 
expect that God ſhould ? God is a publick 
Benefactor, and upon that account may chal- 
lenge publick Worſhip at our hands ; na 
indeed God himſelf inſtituted it. In the Jew: 
iſh Church the Sacrifices were publickly of- 
tered up by the Prieſt : He likewiſe appoin 
ted a publick-place for Worſhip , viz. Thr 
Tabernacle at Jeruſalem, which would have 
been of no uſe, if there had been no oblige 
tion to publick Worſhip : and this is enough 
I ſhould think, to ſatisfy any reaſonable Man 
of their obligation hereunto. 


CHAP. VI. 
Of our going to our Pariſh-Church. 


His thus ſitted thy Family for God 
Houſe, repair with them to thy ow 


Pariſh-Church : otherwiſe you will diſcol 
rapt 
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rage your Miniſter, and ſet your Neighbours 
an 11] Example. 

Remove all prejudices againſt thy Paſtor, 
eſpecially theſe two , which becauſe moſt 
common, [I ſhall therefore inſtance in them. 
- (1.) Againſt his Parts. (2.) Againſt his 
Lite, 

[ confeſs it is a mercy to fit under a Paſtor 
that hath both Parts and Piety , Gifts and 
© Grace too : and wert thou to chuſe thy 
Dwelling , I would adviſe thee to bear with 
© many outward Conventencies to fit under 
© fuch a Miniſtry : but ſuppoſe thy Teacher 
be, at leaſt in thy thoughts, a Man of mean 
Parts, and his pains will yield thee lit- 
tle profit, that is no excuſe for thy not hear- 
ging of him. Shall the Divine Herbert be Um- 

zhMpire in the caſe: Conſult his Church-Porch, 
and Page 15th , he ſpeaks excellently to our 


purpoſe. 


Judge not the Preacher, for he 1s thy Fudge - 
If thou miſlike him, thou conceiv'ſt him not. 
God calleth Preaching Folly. Do not grudge 
To pick out Treaſures from an Earthen Pot. 
The worſt ſpeak ſomething good ; if all want 
ſenſe 
ol God takes a Text, and Preacheth Patience. 
on He that gets Patience, and the Bleſſing which 
col Preachers conclude with , bath not loſt bis 
rags pains, WS: He 
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He that by being at Church eſcapes the Ditch, 
Which he might fall in byCompanions, gains, 
He that loves God's abode, and to combine 
With Saints on Earth, ſhall one day with 
them ſhine, 
eſt not at Preachers Language or Expreſſim:|| | 
How know'ſt thou but thy Sins made bin | 
miſcarry ? [ 
Then turn thy faults and bs into Confeſſion : Nt 
God ſent him whatſoe'r be be, Oh tarry, 
And love him-for bus Maſter :, hs condition v 
Though it be ill, makes him no ill Phyfacian, © 


A Condemn'd Perſon will eſteem a Beggarſſſ 
when he brings a Pardon : How beautiful at 
then are not only the Lips, but the hands of al 
thoſe that bring glad tidings of Peace ? X 

Dear Chriſtian Brother ! 1 pray reſolver 
me: Do the efficacy of the Ordinances de-ſG 
pend on the parts of a Man, or on the po-J£(v 
er of God 2 May not a coſtly treaſure bo 
brought to thee in an Earthly Veſſel ? Thou 
maiſt light a Candle as well by a Brimſton: 
Match, as by a great Fire. A ſmall Damſ: 
was inſtrumental for Naaman's recovel) 
both of his corporal and ſpiritual Leproſy Y*Þ! 
And who art thou that none muſt inſtrudſſc 
thee, 'but ſuch an one that like Saw, is highJor 
er than others in gifts and abilities ? I wiligool 
it proceed not from the Pride of thy _ | 
i A PCk- 
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a picking Stomach argues a Diſcaſed Body ; 
and an itching Ear cannot argue a ſound Soul. 
The induſtrious Bee ſucks Honey from the 
ith} Thyme, an harſh and dry Herb. The Meat 

is as good in a Pewter, as Silver-Diſh, If 
1:0 thou goeſt to the Table only for Sawce, and 
zm$ the Church for Stile and Elegancy : I dare 

be bold to tell thee , that thy heart 1s not 
1: right towards God, 

2, As. to thy prejudice againſt his Life 
which gives the lye to his Lips. I mult needs 
confeſs , the night uſhers in more Stars than 
the day opens Eyes to behold a Miniſters 
zarſſ} Actions, Ears to liſten to their deportment, 
ful and Mouths to proclaim their actions through 
5 of all Provinces : and they that: forget their 

Sermons will remember their faults to Pa- 
Ire tronize their own. But if the Providence of 
de-NlGod ſhould place thee under ſuch a Miniſter 
"(which is no ſmall unhappineſs) yet is he not 
- bxIIto be rejected. 
houſh God Almighty fed Elyjab by a Raven : and 
ono may he feed thee with Heavenly Manna, 
by a ſinful Miniſter ; who may convert thy 
rerffſÞÞoul. The reaſon is (as before) becauſe the 
ſy operation of the Word, doey not depend on 
ruiFtie Piety of the Preacher, but upon the free 
iphYorace and Power of God. A blind Man may 
vilgoold a Candle and give light to others, while 
rit Þ'e himſelf remains in the dark. The Scribes 
1ck- Q 3 | and 
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and Phariſees were many of them. vicious 
Perſons, yet ſitting in oſes's Chair, Chriſt 
commands his Diſciples to hear them. He 
did not forbid them to hear their Dorine, 
but to forbear their doings. 


— | ———_—_— 


CHAP. VIL 


The Souls Soliloguy as it walks to God's 
Houſe , and behaviour there, 01 


Rder thy buſineſs to come before the l 
| Prayers; for many and miſchievous 
are the conſequences of coming late. 

1. You rob your ſelf of the opportunity 
of private Prayers , for a bleſſing upon the 
publick. 2 

2. Yow loſe the benefit of publick Conf ? 
teſſion and Abſolution ; which are of hug 
eſteem and value to all that are wiſely Rell 
£10us. 

3. You willingly deprive your ſelves p 
part of God's publick. Worſhip,which is botlff '* 
a Sin, and a loſs of ſo great account, as.cat 
not eaſily be expreſſed , nor ordinarily be | 
lieved,. 

As you are going to Church , you m4) 
make uſe of this Solilgquy, 
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O my Soul ! Let UVzza's Death make thee 
R careful , how thouenters irreverently into 
; God's Houſe. If we be ſo careful to come 

"NY with clean Apparel before an Earthly Prince, 
much more ſhould we with clean Hearts and 
Souls, approach our Heavenly King. A 
Prince may not, regard how his Servants go 
in his Kitchen ; but when they come into 
his Preſence-Chamber,he expects they ſhould 
look to their Carriage and Words. - God in- 
7} deed, O my Soul ! expets more honour in 
our religious acts, than in the ordinary acti- 
ons of our Lives: for in the firſt, we direct- 
ly deſign his honour and ſervice ; and if we 
do not perform them ſeriouſly , the greater 
Is our $1n. 

Think then, O my Soul ! how choice 
God was in the Law,about all things relating 
to his Worſhip : the Tabernacle and Tem- 
| ple muſt be of the beſt Wood , the pureſt 
Gold, and the fineſt Linnen. The Perſons 
muſt be without blemiſh (Lev. 2. 17.) the 
Sacrifice muſt be perfe&, without ſpot ; the 
J beſt of the Flock, the beſt of the Beaſts, the 
fat that covereth the inwards. And what, 
O my Soul, doſt thou think was the ſubſtance 
of theſe ſhadows ; but this ? that God will 
be ſerved by holy Men, in the pureſt and 
1: holieſt manner : and that we mult be exact, 

both as to our Perſons and Performances. 
C 4 Great 
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Great Perſons are impatient of contempt 
and. affronts ; eſpecially when offered to 
them in their own Houſes. God will ſooner 
overlook thy forgetfulneſs of him in thy 
Trade, or Travels, than in the Tabernacle, 
When thou draweſt nigh to him , he will he 
Sanctified, either by thee , or upon thee: if 
thou refuſeſt to give him glory in thy Ser- 
vice ; believe me, he will get himſelf Glory 
by thy Sufferings. His worſhip 1s his Pre- 
ſence, his Face ; and look for his Fury, if 
thou dareſt him to his Face. 

The Waters of the Sanctuary, are like the 
Waters given to a ſuſpected Wife : if Inno- 
cent they witneſs her Honeſty, and made her 
Fruitful, though Barren before. But if gil. 
ty, they cauſed the Belly to ſwell , and the 
thighs to rot. If thou makeſt Godlineſs thy 
buſineſs in the- Ordinances of God , it will 
make thee fruitful, if barren of good Works: 
but if thou beeſt formal and perfunctory, and 
goeſt thy round in religious Duties, never 
minding the true end of them, nor thy Car- 
rlage in them : thy Prayer wull be an abo- 
mination ; the word , a ſavour of Death ur- 
to Death ; and the Sacrament a Seal of thy 
Damnation. 

When thou comeſt at the Church- Door, ſay; 
Surely the Lord is in this place : how dread- 
ful is this place ? It is no other but theHouſe 
of God ; the Gate of Heaven. When 
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When you enter into the Church, O my Soul! 
where ever thou art , thou art under God's 
Eye; and therefore ſhouldeſt thou be no 
where prophane : but now thou art in his 
Church, thou art in his immediate Preſence. 
How holy oughteſt thou tobe ? How devout 
thy Behaviour 2 We read (Exod. 25. 37.) 
Moſes was commanded to light up ſeven 
Lamps in his Tabernacle, the place of his 
publick worſhip : and why ſeven Lamps ? 
What was the ſubſtance of theſe ſhadows ? in 
ſhort this : that nothing ſhall eſcape his no- 
tice, He ſeeth what uprightneſs and ſeriouſ- 
neſs there is in thy Prayers and performan- 
ces; whether thou art Praying , Reading, 
Hearing, or Singing : and after what man- 


ner thou doſt them , whether ſlothtully or 


Wiligently, His Eye is always upon thee ; 
and his Eye-lids try thy a@tions : to reward 
or puniſh them. 

1hen you view the Baptiſterion or Font. Give 
hearty thanks unto- God for your Chriſten- 


dom, that by Holy-Baptiſm he hath called 


you to a ſtate of Grace and Salvation through 
Jeſus Chriſt : and humbly beſeech him, that 
you may continue in the ſame to your Lives 
end, For if you Apoſtatize , you are guilty 
of an horrid Sin ; and muſt anſwer for it at 

the great and terrible day of Judgment. 
[t was a cuſtom in the primitive _ 
that 
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that ſuch as were Baptized did wear a white 
Stole : a Ceremony, to ſignify the purity of 
Life, the Baptized was to lead. Eliodophorus, 
after his Baptiſm,turning a Perſecutor of the 
Church , Marilla the Miniſter that Baptized 
him, in an holy indignation , brought forth 


in publick the white Stole, ſaying : Thi 4 ; 


I keep againſt thy coming to Fudgment , to te- 
ſtify thy Apoſtaſy from Chriſt, So be thou aſ: 
fured , O Chriſtian ! that the Water with 
which, the Miniſter by whom, the people be- 
fore whom thou wert Baptized, ſhall riſe up 
againſt thee in Judgment ; if thou doſt not 
walk in newneſs of Life. 

When you behold theEleemoſynary.or Poor” s Box, 
How much am I bound to the good Provi- 
dence of my Heavenly Father, who hath rai- 
ſed my condition in this World to be in the 
number of thoſe that abound, not of them 
that want, ſince *tis more bleſſed to give 
than to receive. 

When you view the Communion-Table ſty, 
Whar ſhall I render unto the Lord for all the 
benefits I have received at his hands ; I wil 
take the Cup of Salvation, and call upon thc 
Name of the Lord. 

When you view the Pulpit. Remember how 
many good Leſſons you have received thence, 
the which not being carefully praQtiſed, will 
riſe up in judgment againſt you, in the os 

aj 
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Day of your Tryal: reſolve therefore for the 
future, to be a doer of the word, not hearer 
only, deceiving your own Soul. : 

When you view theChyrch-Bible upon theDesk. 
Remember , that this is the Book of Life ; 
the ſacred Code ; the Divine Volume ; the 
infallible Oracle of Heaven ; and that you 
are obliged to conſult it with all manner of 
Devotion, and-to inform Four ſelves thence, 
what is the will and” pleaſure of the great 
Ruler of the World. 

When you have meditated a while on 
theſe objects , fall down on your Knees in 
your Pew ; and offer up this, or ſuch like 
Prayers. 


'Q, Lord my God ! There 1s no mortal Man 
worthy to ſtand at thy Door , much leſs 
to appear in thy Preſence : yet how- oft bave I 
preſumed to approach to thee 5 without that 
preparedneſs of heart, without that deje@ion 
of Soul , without that true and holy reverence 
which becometh thy Child, Pardon , O Lord, I 
beſeeth thee pardon my irreverence in ſo ſacred a 
place, and diſtrattions in my Prayers ; and give 
me grace to demean my ſelf ſo reverently and 
zealouſly, now I am in thy Houſe and Service < 
that my Prayers may come up before thee as in- 
cenſe ; and the lifting up my hands as a Morn- 
mg Sacrifice, Grant this for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. 
Amen, Or 
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| Or 
'& 2g my Mouth , my Lord and Maker, 

to bleſs and praiſe thy Divine Majeſty, 
Cleauſe my beart from all curious, noxious, and 
deſtrudtive thoughts : enlighten my underſtand- 
ing to know thee, my will to obey thee : ſettle my 
attention ;, excite my Devotion to praiſe thee, 
That I may worthily, reverently , religiouſh, 
perform this Morning-Sacrifice - of Prayer ; 
through the virtue of thoſe moſt pure and perfeli 
Praiſes, which thou, O Feſu, my Redeemer, of- 
feredſt up on Earth , to thy Eternal Fatjvr, 
Mine may be now acceptable in thy ſght 
' Amen. 


CHAP. VIII. 
Of our behaviour at Church when the Mi 


aiſter is come unto it. 


% ſoon as the Miniſter begins the pub- 
lick Worſhip, lay aſide all your other 
Meditations and Prayers, and apply your 
mind to attend diligently , and to join de- 
voutiy 13 every part and paſlage of Divine 
Service ; conſidering it is the great end of 
your coming to Church ; and your buſineſs 
There is to ſerve the Lord , with your Chri- 
ſtian Brethren in publick. 1, There- 
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1, Therefore when the Miniſter exhorts 
you out of the Word of God, to confeſs and 
acknowledge your Sins and Wickedneſs, har- 
den not your heart, but with all poſſible hu- 
mility, both of Body and Soul, ſay after the 
Miniſter in the Confeſſion of your Sins ; and 
endeavour to let your Heart even melt and 
bleed in the bewailing your Offences : and 
to this , and every act of Divine Worſhip, 
neglect not to ſay, Amen, For that is as it 
were the Seal to confirm to your Soul, the 
benefits thereof. The Hebrews have a ſaying, 
that whoſoever ſays Amen with all his might; 
opens the Doors of Paradiſe. 

2. After Confeſſion , when the Miniſter 
comes to the words of Abſolution ; bow 
down your Head and ſay ſoftly in yourHearrt: 
Lord , let this Pardon pronounced by thy Mini- 
ſter, be effeFual to my Soul ;, and Seal thereunto 
the Forgiveneſs -of all my Sins. 

3. The Pſalms and Hymns are to be an- 
iwered Verſe by Verſe, with the Miniſter, 
that ſo all may join and bear a part in the 
Service of God ; for in his Temple do every 
Man ſpeak of his Honour : and here, though 
you cannot read , yet your Heart may join 
with them that do read ; 'and your Mouth 
alſo may ſhew forth the praiſe of God, by 
laying after every Pſalm , Glory be to the Fa- 
ther : adding always, Amen ;, to ſhew and ex- 
preſs 
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Or 
YPen my Mouth , my Lord and Waker, 

to bleſs and praiſe thy Divine Majeſty, 
Cleanſe my beart from all curious, noxious, and 
deſtrudive thoughts : enlighten my underſtand- 
ing to know thee, my will to obey thee : ſettle my 
attention ; excite my Devotion to- praiſe thee, 
That I may worthily , reverently , religiouſly, 
perform this Morning-Sacrifice of Prayer ; 
through the virtue of thoſe moſt pure and perfeti 
Praiſes, which thou, O Feſu, my Redeemer, of- 
feredſt up on Earth, to thy Eternal Father; 
Mine may be now acceptable in thy ſight. 
Amen. 


CHAP. VIII. 
Of our behaviour at Church when the Ms 


aiſter is come unto it. 


A* ſoon as the Miniſter begins the pub- 
lick Worſhip, lay aſide all your other 
Meditations and Prayers, and apply your 
mind to attend diligently , and to join de- 
voutly 13 every part and paſlage of Divine 


Service z confidering it is the great end of 


your coming to Church ; and your buſinels 
There is to ſerve the Lord , with your Chri- 
Itian Brethren in publick. 1, There- 
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1, Therefore when the Miniſter exhorts 
you out of the Word of God, to confeſs and 
acknowledge your Sins and Wickedneſs, har- 
den not your heart, but with all poſſible hu- 
mility, both of Body and Soul, ſay after the 
Miniſter in the Confeſſion of your Sins ; and 


| endeavour to let your Heart even melt and 


bleed in the bewailing your Offences : and 
to this, and every act of Divine Worſhip, 
negle& not to ſay, Amen, For that is as it 
were the Seal to confirm to your Soul , the 
benefits thereof. The Hebrews have a ſaying, 
that whoſoever ſays Amen with all his might, 
opens the Doors of Paradiſe. 

2. After Confeſſion , when the Miniſter 
comes to the words - of Abſolution ; bow 
down your Head and ſay ſoftly in yourHearrt: 
Lord , let this Pardon pronounced by thy Mini- 
ſter, be effeFual to my Soul ;, and Seal thereanto 
the Forgiveneſs of all my Sins. 

3. The Pſalms and Hymns are to be an- 
iwered Verſe by Verſe, with the Miniſter, 
that ſo all may join and bear a part in the 
Service of God ; for in his Temple do every 
Man ſpeak of his Honour : and here, though 
you cannot read , yet your Heart may join 
with them that do read ; 'and your Mouth 
alſo may ſhew forth the praiſe of God, by 
lying after every Pſalm , Glory be to the Fa- 
ther : adding always, Amen ; to ſhew and ex- 
preſs 
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_ how affe&tionately you deſire the Glory 
of G:.1. 

Be nt filent, nor aſhamed, publickly and 
audib! 7.:0 makeConfeſſion of your holy Chri- 
ſtian F2ich , when you are thereunto called 
by the Miniſter ; for this 1s a duty you owefth 
both to God and Man. It 1s an act of God's} I 
Worſhip , and a Declaration that you holdfth 
the ſame Faith with all true Chriſtians : and gs 
therefore it is required of you , not only 
with the Heart to believe unto Righteouſ-Yre 
neſs ; but with the mouth alſo, that Confeſ-Bfr 
fion be made unto Salvation. a! 

And when the Confeſſion of Faith 1s pub- 
lickly pronounced, do not fit and loll, as ith 
you were not concern'd at it ; but ſtand upB$7! 
with the reſt of the Congregation : to ſig-W(c 
nifie and declare , that you will ſtand to this 
Faith, and earneſtly contend for it, as beingm: 
the ſame which was once given to, or byFlik 
the $aints, the holy Apoſtles. 

I have read that it is a Cuſtom in Poland, 
that theGentlemen draw their Swords all the 
while the Creed is a reading : intimating 
thereby that they will defend it with their 
Lives and Blood. Be you, Chriſtians, as res 
dy t2 aſlert and maintain your holy Faith; 
and reſolve to atteſt it with your dearelpy 
Blood, it there be occaſion. ter 

If any Child be brought to Church to beſſco! 
Baptized; 
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Baptized ; fit not ſtill , as if not concerned 
in that Office : but let it remind you of your 
own Vow ; and put up this ſhort Prayer 1n 
behalf of the Infant. 

Grant that all thoſe that are ts be admitted to 
we fl the Fellowſhip of Chriſt's Religion ,, (and to thts 
0B Infant more eſpecially) may eſchew thoſe things 
Id that are evil; and follow after that which 2s 
nd 200d. 
ly When any Woman comes to beChurched, 
u-Yreflet on the Mercies that thon receiveſt 
eſ-Efrom God, to make thee thankful ; and with 

a low Voice, put up this Prayer to God. 
1b-W O Lord, as thou haſt delivered this Woman, 
it thy Servant, from the pains of a temporal ;, ſo, 
up $1 beſeech thee to deliver both ber and all here pre- 
18-Y ent, from the pangs of an Eternal Death. 
hs When you ſee any come to be Catechiſed, 
ngE make not light of it, but after this, or the 
byYlike manner pray. 

O Almighty and Everlaſting God! who ever 

1", Bmakeſt thy Church fruitful , with a new, a nu- 
theEmerous Iſſue : increaſe Faith and Underſtanding 
IngW'n our newly inſtructed, that they berg born 
ellF again may be joined unto the Sons of thy adopti- 
exon, through our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
ng When you hear the Banes of Matrimony 
republiſhed in the Church, fall not into Laugh- 

ter (as the manner of ſome 1s ;) for It ill be- 
becomes the Sacredneſs of the place, and ar- 
gues 
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gnes our irreverence to God, We ſhoul( 
ſhow our ſelves better Chriſtians, by falling 
down on our Knees, and praying at the ſameſof 
time for a Bleſſing from God on them, 0 

let us then reflect on our own Vow and Pro- 

miſe in Marriage , how we have performedJth 
it : and let us make it alſo an occaſion of af M 
freſh Engagement in our ſelves , to keep iti 
molt ſtrictly, bi 

[ am not of the opinion of the Papiſts,that fo 
Marriage 1s a Sacrament ; but I look upon it P: 
as a moſt ſolemn engagement among, Men, 
and Sacred : þeing a Vow made before God. [A 
and witneſſed by many : and therefore a fub-JBI 
jet proper for ſeriouſneſs and devotion. Y« 
When you ſing unto God , let your heart [fl 
make melody : Take heed, "that when your 
Voice 1s high, your Heart be not dead, flat, 
and low. 

1, When the Word is read and preached, 
mind it : and ſay, this 1s the Word of God, 

"tis his Command , and dare I diſobey it 
O that my ways were made ſo diref&t, that] 
might keep God's Statutes ! 

2. When you hear the Curſes denounced 
againſt Sinners , tremble if thou beeſt guilty 
of any of the Sins. 'Y 
' 3. When you hear God's Calls and Invi- 
tations , his rich Promiſes and Allurements, 
fay : What, ſhall I refuſe them ? Doth God 

| noc 
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knock at them : and ſhall not the Everlaſting 
Doors of my Heart fly open, that the King 
meffofGlory may enter in ? 


0. Laſtly, While the Miniſter is pronouncing 
«| the Bleſſing, poſt not away (a fault too coni- 
f al mon every where) but hope, deſire, and be- 
it licve it ſhall come down upon you. Remem- 

ber the puniſhment of Fudas , he ſtayed riot 
hat for the Bleſſing, but went away, and diſ- 
it patched himſelf. That you may not forfeit 
God's ProteCtion , and be given over by the 
Almighty , as he was: I pray tay till the 
1. Bleſſing be pronounced ; and after it is en- 
on. ded, fall down on your Knees, and offer up 
art I this ſhort Ejaculation. 


O Sweet Teſu ! beſtow on me this day thy 
Bleſſing, with this of the Miniſter : preſerve me 
rom all Sin , and give me perſeverance in th 
Service ; that at the laſk and dreadful day of 
fudgment,, I may receive that happy Benedidtion, 
among thy Eletted and Predeſtinated Children - 
Come ye Bleſſed Children of my Father , and in- 
berit the Kingdom prepared for you from the be- 
ming of the World, 


D CHAP, 
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CHAP. IX. 


Of our due behaviour between Morning ani 
E vening Service. 


At your returning home. 


ET your return with your Family home 
be with the ſame gravity and care, a 
was thy paſlage to the Church. Let your 
talk be rather of what you have learnt or 
heard, than of any Worldly matters: ex- 
cept neceſlary occaſions enforce the contrary, 
If any of your Neighbours talk Heavenly, 
mind them ; but if their Diſcourſe favour 0 
the World , either reprove or leave then, 
This I mention, becauſe I perceive it the 
cuſtom of many, as ſaon as the Word 1s out 
of the Miniſter's Mouth, to have the World 
in theirs. The main Queſtians, as ſoon 3 
gone out of the Church, are uſually theſe: 
W hat News do you hear? How does Cort 
ſell 2 What a Crop' have you- upon the 
ground ? Such a Perſon, has he not the beſ 
Corn in the Pariſh ? Poor barren Souls! em 
ty of Grace ſurely; or your Diſcourls 


would be more ſavoury , more ſeaſonable, 
more 
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more Heavenly. Have you no better things 
to employ your Heads and Tongues about ? 
Ask rather, what good Word you have 
heard to day ? How are we to provide for 
Eternity ? How ſtrait is the Gate, and 
narrow the Path that leadeth unto Life? and 
how few there be that find it ? And alas! 
how miſerable ſhall I be, if I miſs thereof ? 
The Devil is always upon his Watch, ever 
buſy, and labours continually to furniſh Peo- 
les Hearts with frothy and vain Diſcourſe ; 
Y by that means to hinder the efficacy of the 
word, and the good of thany a poor Soul. 
But alas! The fourth Commandment tyes 
up the tongue as well as the hands (TI/as. 51; 
1)Y 13.) not ſpeaking thy own words. The 
tongue is there commanded to reſt from talk- 
ing of Worldly matters, as well as the hand 
MY from ſcrvile and Worldly Works, How 
blame-worthy then are they , who make the 
Lord's Day a Day of reckoning with Work- 
men and Servants : a Day of idle talk, about 
their Pleaſures, Profits, or other matters ? 
As ſoon as you are come home, before you 
refreſh your Body, enter into your Cloſet : 
of offer up this, or ſuch like Prayer, 


TJ Do bumbly and heartily thank thee , O Lord, 
| Heavenly Father , for that wholeſome Do- 
Brine and comfortable Inſtru#ion , which, this 
D | 2 AA nmg 3 
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Atorning, T have heard out of thy holy word, ly 
the mouth of thy faithful Servant : and I <tr. 
heartily beſeech thee, that paſſmg by my Sins au 
Infirmities of hearmg , thou wouldſt ſo imprint 
the ſame in my memory , and bleſs it unto me; ti 
that I may believe it with my heart, and pradiifel ©| 
it in my Life and Converſation. Good Lord fi 
Let not the ſweetneſs, and ſavourimeſs , of ay 
bodily food, which I am to receive of thy bounty 
put the reliſh and remembrance of thy Heaven 
word out of my mind : but grant, that m feed- 
ing my Body, I may feed my Soul by boly Meds 
tation of the things I have heard : and togethaJ 11 
with my bodily ſuſtenance , may call to mind tin nc 
food that never periſheth. And as it us thy will D 
that I ſhould uſe thy good Creatures with VWiſdon 
and Sobricty every day : So give me Grace thi 
day eſpecially to do ſo : that they may not make 
me the more unfit to partake of the ſpiritual fo 
thou haſt prepared for me , to the glory of ti 
name, and the good of thy Saints , and my on 
eternal welfare and Salvation , through ei 
Chriſt, my only Redeemer and Advocate. 
Having finiſhed your Prayer in the Cloſet; 
depart to your Company , and the neceſlar) 
refreſhment of your Body , which this Di) 
was not appointed to abridge you off. 
While you are at Dinner appear chear 
eating your meal in ſingleneſs of heart : Ix 
Joice before God ; but let not your joy 9 
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by any means, wanton, idle, vain, intempe- 
rate. 

At Dinner obſerve theſe few Rules. 

1, Beware of making the Lord's Day a 
FJ time of Feaſting your Neighbours : For 
kl though it be lawful upon this day to make 
ſuch Proviſion , as ſhall be convenient for 
your own Family , and for the relief of the 
Poor : yet to make ſolemn Feaſts upon it (as 
is the cuſtom of too too many) whereby Ser- 


ed} vants are kept from publick Ordinances, and 


-} our ſelves and Gueſts are more indiſpoſed to 
the Duties of God's worſhip and ſervice,muſt 
needs be unlawful : for though we be not for- 
bidden upon the Lord's Day, to kindle a fire 
for the dreſſing of meat ; yet we mult take 
heed that we make not ſuch a flame as ſhall 
kindle the fire of God's wrath againſt us. 

2. When you are ſet down to Dinner, ha- 
ving begged God's Bleſſing on the food , eat 
no more than will fit and enable you com- 
FT fortably and lively to ſerve God. It tempe- 
rance be required in our Meals, on the Week 


et} Day, -as (Zuke 21. 34.) much more on the 
rfl Lord's Day. | Many fill their Bellies ſo full, 


© 0n this day, that they are fit only to lay their 
drowſie heads on the DeviPs Pillow of ſloth : 


and not at all in a capacity of repairing again 
to a ſpiritual repaſt in the Houſe of God, and 
F {0 partake of his Heavenly Viands, 

D 3 3. Talk 
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3. Talk of God's Word ſitting down and 
riſing up. Let your Hearts be heavenly, and 
your Diſcourſe ſavoury, ſeaſoned with 
Grace: a Jable without ſome good Dif. 
courſe, differs but little from a Manger. 


One of the Fathers wrote this of the Pri- 


mitive Chriſtians, that they were ſo holy in 
their Talk at the Table, that one would 
have thought they had been at a Sermon, 
rather than at a Supper. And Luther has a 
large Book in Folio, of the pious Exprell: 
ons he uſed at his Table : that indeed wa; 
his Pulpit, where he read many profitable 
Letures. When therefore thou art at a full 
Table , conſider God's Mercy: in feeding 
thee; while there are ſo many Lazarus's, 
that would be glad of the Crumbs that fall 
from the rich Man's table. .When thou eat- 
eſt thy Bread with a good Appetite, ſay thus 
to thy ſelf: If the bread be thus ſavory to 
an hungry Body ; how ſweet, how ſavory 
that which comes down from Heaven to at 
hungry Soul ! and then pray: O God, giv 
me evermore of this bread ! 

4. Forget not God's Servants, but invite 
the Poor to Dinner with thee, that day. Tir 
poor ye have always with you, (faith Chriſt: ) 
and why have we this Memento , think you: 
But we ſhould exert our Charity, according 
to their Indigence and Neceſlity ? If "_ be- 
| ons 
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bong to Chriſt, we are to relteve the oppreſ- 
kd, clothe the naked, and feed the hungry : 
himſelf will do it ; though he works a Mi- 
racle for it. Fleſh and blood is not prone 
' Fhereunto; and therefore ſuch munificence 
i muſt needs argue a better and higher Princt- 
in ple than ordinary. For as when we ſee the 
IF bank of a River, and the ground next to it, 
n,l wet alone, we gather that the River hath 
1Y overflown there : but when we ſee the fur- 
lM cheſt and remoteſt ground wet alſo, then we 
43} know that the Rain hath done that : fo 
el when we ſee a Man doing good to his rich 
ul Neighbors,and Friends,we think thisproceeds 
vg but from good Nature in him ; but when we 
5, ſee him doing good alſo to ſtrangers and un- 
af known perſons; when feeding the poor and 
iN needy ones, then we rnay well believe, there 
uy is more than good Nature in that Man : it is 
vy more than probable the Gift of Grace is 
bF there, 

ay After you bave eaten and drank, 

I have now allayed the importunate craving 
of mine Appetite, and my body is ſatisfied 
with material Food ; but nothing can ſatisfie 
i my Soul, but to behold the preſence of God 
:) In Righteouſneſs. Therefore, Dinner being 
vj over, either reſpe&t the Word heard that 
78 day, and read the Scripture , or ſome other 
£00k Book:; and! call your own Heart and 
DG D 4 Family 
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Family to an account for what you have 
read or heard; and explain the ſame to 
them. This is commended to us by the 
Practice and Example of our Lord himſelf, 
who when he was come home, ſaid unto 
his Diſciples ( Mat. 13. 5.) Have you un- 
derſtood all theſe things ? viz. that he ' had 
preached to the Multitude. And ( Mark 
4+ 34.) When they were alone he expounded 
all things to his Diſciples. | 

Whereupon one obſerveth, That Chriſt 
by his Example doth inſtruct every Maſter of 
a Family, how to carry himſelf 1n reference 
to thoſe under his charge on the Lord's-day, 
after their departure from the publick Con- 
oregation, 

A treble Benefit will follow hereupon. 

x. In reſpe@ to,our ſelves : for the more 
you build up others, the more your ſelves 
are built up in Knowledge, Faith, and eve- 
ry Grace of God. 

2. In reſpe& of your Children and Ser- 
vants ; for it will make them to hearken 
more attentively to what is, in publick, dell- 
vered : when they know they ſhall be called 
to an Account for the ſame at home. 

3. It will help much to the underſtanding 
and believing of what is heard : if at home 
you repeat it, conferr of-it, and examine the 
Proots made uſe of for its Confirmation. | 
2, SINg10g 
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2. Singing of Pſalms is another Duty to 
be performed this day in our Families, as 
well as in the Church. Holy David, that 
ſweet Singer of Iſrael, recommends it to us, 
(Pſal. 92.) the Title of that Pſalm, is, 4 
Pſalm or Song for the Sabbath : and- it be- 
gins thus ; It is good to give thanks unto the 
Lord ;, and to ſing praiſes unto thy name, O 
thou moſt high ! 

For the manner of performing this Duty, 

we have the Apoſtle's DireQton, in theſe 
words : /znging with grace in your hearts unto 
the Lord, 
+ 1, It muſt be in, or with the heart , thaf 
IS; our hearts muſt go with our Voices : the 
one muſt be lift up as well as the other : for 
God is a Spirit, and muſt be worſhipped 1n 
our Hearts and Spirits, as well as with our 
Bodies. 

Truly ſinging with the Voice , without 
concurrence of the Heart and Spirit, 1s no 
more pleaſing to God, than a ſounding Braſs, 
and tinkling Cymball. 

2. As we mult ſing in the heart, ſo with 
Grace in the heart : (i.e.) we mult exerciſe 
the Graces of God's Spirit, as well as in 
praying ; labouring to expreſs the ſame At- 
tection in ſinging a Pſalm , as David in the 
penning of it. « 
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If it be a Pfalm of Prayers and Petitions, 
then muſt -our Aﬀections be fervent ; if a 
Pſalm of Praiſes and Thankſgiving , then 
muſt our Aﬀections be chearful. FThus mu 
the Aﬀections of- the Heart be ſuitable to 
the Quality of the Pſalm. 

3. Another Family-Duty is Prayer ; for 
if this Duty ought to be performed every 
day, twice at leaſt, viz, Morning and Even- 
ing: then more eſpecially on the Lord's-day; 
a day wholly dedicated to the Worſhip and 
Service of God. 


PE EE EEE 


CHAP. X. 
Of reſorting to the Evening Sacrifice, 


Hen it 1s now almoſt time to repair 

to the Evening Service, call as- ms- 
ny of your Servants as can be well ſpared, 
that they may accompany you to the publick 
Aſſembly : command their Bodies, though 
you cannot their Souls. And it may not be 
amiſs (but right edifying) if ſome one Per- 
ſon read a Pſalm ſuitable to the preſent un- 
dertaking, of going to worſhip God : ſuch 
as the 84. Pſal. or the 119th ; one, or two 
parts of it being taken at a time, as occaſion 


ſhall 


ma -< kf F}0,| 


(59) 
ſhall ſerve; to which reading all ought reve. 
rently to attend. 

And this being done , let the ſame Rules 
and Dire&ions which were given touching 
zoing to.Church in the Morning , be obſer- 
ved in the Evening : and let all (as before) 
reſort to the publick worſhip ; where your 
carriage onght to be the ſame, as was before 
directed. 

Surely unleſs you and your Houſe appear 
thus the ſecond' time before God ; you can- 
not be {aid duly to ſanQtify the Lord's Day : 
but only to do it by halves. And now to 
move you to this duty: 

Conſider you are bound in juſtice to God 
todo it. Becauſe God hath ſet a day, not a 
piece of a day apart for himſelf; and we 
ſhould be more afraid to ſteal away God's 
time, than to ſteal away Mans Goods : the 
one is Theft ; but the other Sacriledge. 

God Almighty hath conſecrated to his 
ownService the ſeventh part of our time; but 
if you come only in the Morning, you give 
him but the 1 4th part of it : nay, I fear, too 
many ſpare him only that time which their 
Morning attendance takesup, In our publick 
Aſſembly , on the Lord's Day. Now I ap- 


peal to thy own Conſcience , Chriſtian Bro- 


ther ! Whether it be a meet and fit thing, 
that rational Perſons , Created by God, re- 
deemed 
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deemed by Chriſt, ſhould afford to the 
Worſhip and Service of Chriſt, and the 
great Concern of their immortal Sonls, but 
two hours at the moſt on the Zord"s-day: 
and that time perhaps ſpent in a formal, 
cuſtomary, cold, heartleſs Worſhip of the 
infinitely holy- and juſt Deity ; the tremen- 
dous, impartial Judge, both of Angels and 
Men, The Fews kept a whole day. holy in 
a grateful Memory of the leſſer benefit of 
the Creation ; and their Deliverance out of 
egypt : and ſhall we grudge to ſpend a 
whole day, in remembrance of our Delive- 
rance from Hell, and Death eternal ? 

We have not only greater Motives, but 
we have greater Means : they had only Ms 
ſes and the Prophets; but we have Chriſt 
and the Goſpel : they had the Shadow ; we 
the Subſtance. And ſhall we that have more 
Means and Helps, put God off with leſs Du- 
ty, ſmaller Service, and ſhorter Performan- 
ces ? Nay, the very Heathens, guided by the 
Light of Nature, gave whole Days to their 
Dunghill Deities : and ſhall we Chriſtians 
refuſe it to a true God ? You give your Bo- 
dies two Meals a-day, and will you feed your 
Souls but once ? It was a rational Diſcourk 
of Joſeph to his Miſtreſs, (Gen. 39. 9.) My 
Maſter bath kept nothing from me but thee, 
becauſe thou art his Wife : how then hy 
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do this great wickedneſs, and ſin againſt my 


God ! 

God hath kept no Days in the Week 
from us, but only the Firſt Day , becauſe 
it is his Sabbath : how can we do-this great 
Wickedneſs then, and fin againſt him ? Na- 
than's Parable to David, may be applied to 
thee, O thou moſt prophane Sabbath-brea- 
ker! Hath God only one Day, which he 
hath kept to himſelf, and fanctified to his 


Service, and laid as it were in his Boſom : 


and ſhall Men be ſo unworthy, when their 
Hearts tempt them to Vanity , even to take 
this day to pleaſe and gratifie their own 
corrupt hearts in ? When they are rich in 
time, and have ſix days for themſelves; To 
entrench upon the Lord's Day : It is ſome- 
thing too much, Nay, as 1t is unreaſonable, 
ſo is it plainly contradictory to our .own 
Prayers that day : for upon every Lord's 
Day Morning, as we make it our open Con- 
teſſion, ſo likewiſe a publick Prayer, after the 
reading of the Fourth Commandment : Lord, 
bave mercy upon me, and incliae my heart to 
keep this Law, As much as to fay ; Lord, 
we acknowledge we have neglected thy Day ; 
we pray thee therefore pardon all our un- 
chriſtian Sabbath-breaking for the tune paſt, 
and give us Grace to obſerve the Chriſtian 
Sabbath better for the future. 

| Now 
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Now ſhall we confeſs in the Forenoon, and 


tranſgreſs in the Afternoon ? Will you beg 


pardon in the Morning, and fin again the 
fame Sin before Night 2 Will you open 
your mouths to ask God's Grace, to ſanCtific 
and keep holy the Sabbath-Day : and, it may 
be, prophane it in a graceleſs manner az 
ſoon as you are out of the Congregs 
tion ? 

But now to draw to a Concluſion. You that 
God Almighty have bleſſed with Families, 1 
beſeech you to take care of making any Vi- 
ſits on that day after Evening-Service, for 
by that means you may become guilty of a 
double Sin. 1. In negle&ing to worſhip 
God your ſelves, in your Family. 2. In hin- 
dering others from doing that Duty. But if 
the Weather invite you into the Fields, [et 
your Walk be ſuch as Iſaac's was , to medt- 
tate : and that you may not want matter to 
exerciſe your Thoughts about ; when you 
divert your ſelf in the Field, meditate on 
theſe Ten Particulars. 

1. The Greatneſs and Goodneſs of that 
God that you paid your Homage unto. 

2. With the Vileneſs of Sin, and your 
ſelves, becauſe of it. 

3. With the Sweetneſs of Chriſt, and the 
Greatneſs of his Love, and Mercy. 


&. With 
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4. With the Excellency of that heavenly 
Work you have been about, and the Gain of 
Godlineſs. | 

5. With the Vanity of the World, and 
all things therein. 

6. With the Worth and high Value of 
your immortal Souls. 

7. With the Rage, Subtilty, and Dili- 
rence of your Souls Enemy. 

8. With the Deceitfulneſs of your Hearts. 
. - With the Terrour and Torment of 

ell. 

10, With the unſpeakable and everlaſting 
Glory of Heaven. 

2, Endeavour to ſpiritualize every Object 
you ſee. 

As you walk and travail by the King's High- 
way, ſay ; I am the way, the truth, and the 
fe, faith my bleſſed Redeemer : the Way 
I muſt follow , the Truth I mult believe, the 
Life I muſt hope for ; the Way which lead- 
eth me, the Truth which teacheth me, the 
Life whereunto he bringeth me: the Way is 
undefiled, the Truth is infallible, and the 
Life without end ; bleſſed are they that walk 
In this way that leads to everlaſting life. 

When you behold pleaſant Grounds, and va- 
Fiety of Obje&s ; O Lord, how manifold are 
thy works ! in wiſdom haſt thou made them 
all ; the Earth is full of thy Riches, _ 

| en 
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When you perceive a gentle Brieze of Wind | 
Come, Holy Spirit, blow upon my Garden,ſ© 
that the Spices may flow out ; make myſs,, 
Mind calm, ſerene, and quiet, breath uponfſe1 
me, and revive me with the Light of thy | 
Countenance, et 
* When you hear a Clock ſtrike, or perceive byſlthe 
the Sun the Hour of the Day. 

O how faſt do hour after hour come on; 
Time haſtening to be ſwallowed up of | Xter- 
nity ! So teach me, O Lord, to number my 
days, that I may apply my heart unto Wiſ- 
dom ; wiſely providing for that long day, 
wherein the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhall riſe 
with healing in his Wings. 

When you ſee an bigh place : Thy Mer 
cy, O Lord, reacheth unto the Heaven, 
and thy Faithfulneſs to the Clouds. 

When you perceive a Dunghill: O make me 
to know my ſelf, and diicover to me myſt 
falſe deceitful Heart, and the Odiouſneſs and 
Loathſomneſs of my Sins, that I may hate 
them with a perfect hatred. 

When you behold a ſtately Houſe. O Godſgg 
make me in love with that City which hath; 
foundations, whoſe Maker and Builder 1 
God. Oh when ſhall this earthly houſe of 
this Tabernacle be diſſolved, and I receivelſ;c 
into that Building, the Houſe not mad 
with hands, ternal in the Heavens ! Wn pra 


1 


_ 
dh When bebolding any Children or Infants. 
00 Lord, out of the mouth of Babes and 
nISucklings doſt thou prepare Praiſes for thy 
ony ſelf. | | 
by When bebolding a beautiful Woman. O Lord, - 
et not this Creature's Face be her Pride, or 
yIthe Beholder's fin or ſhame. 

If you ſee any Cattle to ſtray, think with your 
;Bclf. O God, how apt am I to go out of thy 
way. I have erred and ſtrayed, O Lord, like 
toa loſt Sheep. 

By fuch holy Ejaculations as theſe you may 
baniſh all Worldly thoughts out of your 
Mind', and keep the Devil (that is always 
buſy to hinder the good Seed of the Word 
rom taking effeA) better out of your heart, 
han Tereſa's holy Water, or St. Anthony's 
Sizn of the Croſs, 

When you come home obſerve the ſame 


"Rules that were given you before to be pra- 
. ſed after Dinner, viz. to read the Scri- 


pture , ſing Pſalms , meditate , repeat the 

ord, &c. but when you have done all, 
look upon your ſelves as unprofitabie Ser- 
arits, and that you come ſhort of what God 
requires or deſerves at your hands. O what 
avenly, fervent and zealous Prayers doth 
luch a God deſerve, ſuch rich Mercy call 
tor! God is worthy. a better Tongue to 
praiſe him, and a better Heart to love him. 

| E Diſfown 
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Diſown therefore all your own Righteouſ: 
neſs, and expe& all the Bleſſings you hare 


prayed for, through the alone Merits offia 
Feſas Chriſt. 'F 
Its 

CHAP. XI. © 

Eventing Exerciſe. 

fn 

HE Day thus happily ſiding away,dranifc: 
FT on the Night-ſeaſon, and there remaiafh 
an Evening Exerciſe in order to even oul | 


Accompts with the great Father of the Fijſhe 
mily, concerning our days labour in his Vinh 
Yar | By 
Before therefore you take your repoſe 5 q 
night, look over your days work, ſearch badfyf 
into every hour of the day , humble youlſh t 
ſelves, and be heartily ſorry for your mikſhh; 
carriage ; bleſs God if you have receive 
any good : Put theſe Queſtioas to your Solif:t 
ere you betake your felt to your reſt. Pp 
Firſt, How did 1 ly down or riſe up, wif x 
God in be thoughts or no? _ > 
| .$econdly, How did I put up my Prayet | 
ine Cloſet , did they —_—_ from miſe t 
Heart, or Lip only Have I gone this ddife; 
. with Joy into the Houſe of God, have I , 
; y $1 
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reſhe Word, and treaſured; it up inmy Heart ? 
Fave not F armed more at. the information 
{ my judgment, than at the warming of my 
frections * was It. curiohty or piety that led 
te thither ? have I gathered my thoughts 
gether i the publickPrayers of the Qburch, 
nd haye my heart and defires gone along 
th the Supplications which the Miniſter of 
x put up to Hedven ? Have not I thought 
t my Farm, Trade, and Oxen, while I have 
wen repeating after him? Have I readin pri- 
wte, have } called my Family together, read 
ous them, inftructed them , made them give 
ro an account of what they did remember ? 
nFVhen F received the holy Sacrament, were 
FW thoughts fixed on the Croſs of Chrift, 
e id were my Soul affected with the great 
aceyitery of God's Love , and did F meditate 
oulh the Word as ſoon as I left the Church ? 
Ws not the World in my Heart as ſoon as 
vole word was out of theMinifter's * Did not 
Wet and drink at Table more to pleaſe m 
ppetite than to repair the decayed ſtrengt 
Wi my nature? Was my Diſcourſe holy at 
> Table, when I craved a Blefling ? was 
St my mind more intent on the meat before 
Uk than on the God above me ? have not I 
ten intemperate at my Meals , and eat and 
Dank more than nature required ? have I af- 
Ur Dinner ſet my _—” TY to read, and oy 
2 
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I pray for them and with them. Have not 4 
this day been guilty of ſome crying Sin , fo” 
which God might juſtly puniſh me as he diÞ® 
the Fool in the Goſpel, with Death, &c. | 
If upon enquiry you find you have mad” 
any progreſs in Vertue, got ground of Satan" 
and maſtered your Corruptions ; give Go! 
the Glory, by whoſe Grace you overcan th 
them , and return him thanks in this follonff” 


ing Prayer. h 
wr 
a 


tbo 


0 | 


Raiſe the Lord, O my Soul, yea, let all ti 
is within me free hs boly name : prai 
be the Lord from the viſmng up of the Sun tinto 
going down of the ſame : thou art my God, af 
1 will praiſe thee, thou art my God , and I n 
bleſs thee, who baſt preſerved me this day fr 
falling imto Sin , and baſt kept me from t 
power of the evil one; for my Soul ts this dif 
eſcaped as a Bird out of the Snare of the Foull 
the Snare 1s broken and I am delivered : my 
ſtangeth in the name of the Lord, who bath mu 
Heaven and Earth, 


But if upon enquiry you find, that 
have been guilty of many Frailties andimpe 
tections , if you have not been ſo devout 
you ought to have been in your Prayers: 
fect your Soul with the ſenſe of your $10 
this following Prayer, | 


o 
9 
H frail, weak, and wicked Wretch, art 
thou not aſhamed to remain ſtill in thy 
 « wonted negligences and tepidities , to ſing the 
| ſame ſinful Song after ſo many Vows , Promiſes 
" and purpoſes of better Obedience * walloweſt thou 
nail in the ſame mire , and lyeſt thou ſtill ſnort- 
ra8"g in the ſame Bed of Senſuality ? O borrid in- 
Cr atitude, if thou wert now ſummoned to give up 
ani?) juſt accounts, what couldſt thou anſwer for ſo 
lob time miſ-ſpent, ſo many mſpirations neg- 
eted, and ſo many Graces abuſed ? thou ap- 
proacheſt nearer Death and Eternity, but recoileſt 
| pp ackward in religious Piety and Perfection ;, wilt 
ail #vou till Iye ſleeping in this dangerous Lethargy ? 
i, hs this the grateful and dutiful Service thou ren- 
Wereſt thy Creator , for baving afforded thee all 
W$0nvenient means to repent., for baving ſo pati- 
ntly expeFed thy Converſ1on and amendment 7 
Alas, my Confounded Soul, what will become 
if thee, what courſe wilt thou ſteer,and when and 
Jow wilt thou begin 2 Ab ſinful Wretch, prodigal 
KCvild, diſloyal Friend, ſue to thy Phyſician, re- 
$1 to thy Father, repent thee of thy Diſloyalty, 
equeſ Pardon, Grace and Love ;, reſolve to re- 
pent for what tis paſt, and amend for the time t9 
ome ; and from thus moment conſecrate the rc- 
ander of thy Life to bis Service, And now, 
U my Lord , as thou baſk given me Grace to 
. W/ame this Reſolution ; ſo give me ſtrengih ana 
ourage to put it 1n execution, | 
E 3 Bat 
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di 
Bnt if vpon Inquiry, yon find you han 
greatly broken the Sabbath-day, negleQtet 
his publick Worſhip , relapſed into ſong] : 
crying Sin, which without God's great Mer 
cy will bring upon you ſpeedy Death an 
Damnation ; affe& your 'Soul with thi 
Prayer, 


OQ My good God, Father of all Comfort ani 
| Compaſſion , Creatow of Heaven an 
Earth, and Redeemer of my poor Soul ! bebo 
here a poor Worm proftrate at the feet of ti 
Divine Majeſty, humbly craving pardon for d 
the Iniquities .and Impurities that T have con 
mitted againſt thy Divine Majeſty from 

Youth up until now; eſpecially thoſe that I hart 
this day committed againſt thee (ſuch a Sin eſpe 
cially; ) moſt juſtly provoking thy wrathful | 
dignation againſt me : the remembrance of the 
breeds an extreme Shame, Fear,and Sorrow 11 

now ſenſible, penitent Soul, Ehame, for havng 
left an infinite Good, to embrace an empty, ji 
ding nothing : Fear , for having forſaken ts 
Light of Heaven, and the Life of eAfiternit) 
to remain in aternal Death and Darkneſs : 50Y } 
row, for having offended thee, my God, Wil ; 
art ſo loving and liberal unto me, v1 
Oh, that my Heart could rend aſunder, Wi 

erue Contrition and CompuntFion ; and i F-4 
_- | Hf 
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diſſokve into a flood of Tears ;, for having been 
el loyal to ſo faithful a Friend, and diſobegient 
to /o free-bearted a Father Mercy, dear Fa- 
ther, to thy prodigal Child; :7:y , dear 
Lid, to thy ſonful Servant : Pardon my paſt 
Faults, pity my preſent Folhes, protetf my fu- 
my twe Frailties ;, that with 4 clean, quiet, con- 
tented Soul, I may ſirive to ow and praiſe 
thee all my Life long hereafter, and, in the end, 
* dic happily in thy Favour and Friendſhip. 
* O my Crucified feſu ! my only Hope and 
Refuge : bathe me in thy Blood, beautifie me 
with thy Merits, bleſs me with thy Grace, b 
all the Tears that iſſued out of thy Eyes, by ti 
Prayers that came from thy Mouth, by the Blood 
that guſhed from thy Wounds and Heart ;, by all 
© the Pams of thy Body , and Pangs of thy Soul, 
by all the Mercies of thy Divinity, and Merits 
of thy Humanity, by all that is dear and near 
unto thee in Heaven and Earth. ww quiet 
my clothe, comfort, content my ſick, ſinful , weal 
my and wretched Soul. 
jol O thou Lamb of God, that takeſt away the 
till fins of the World, take away the world of ſins 
my that is in me. O thou that wert my Saviour upon 
SY Earth, be tbou my Advocate in Heaven, plead- 
wy 2 and interceding, that none of theſe Evils my 
| ns have deſerved, may fall upon my bead. 
wy Forget and forgive all the Crimes, Ingrati- 
EY tudes and Impurities of my Life paſt, and in 
x F. 4 partt- 
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particular, whatſoever through my careleſsneſs 
ave eſcaped my _— and whatſoever 
dreadful Judge may in the rigour of his Fuſtice 
lay to my charge, that at the end of my days 
I may receive the end of my hopes, the Salva-l 
tion of my precious and immortal Soul, Grant 

this, O Lord, for Feſu Chriſt bis ſake, Amen, 


Then fail not to add to this, this uſual 
Prayer for the Evening. | 


Before thou goeſt to bed, be ſure to offer 
unto God thine Evening Sacrifice of Prayer | 
and Thankſgiving. This was ſhadowed out | 
unto us under the Law, where the Lord re- 
quired his Evening Sacrifice, as well as the 
Morning : therefore much more doth he re-}j | 
quire it of us under the Goſpel. And truly if « 
thou lieſt down in thy ſins unrepented of, | : 
thou mighteſt haply awaken with Hell-flames F 1 
about thy Ears. Thou mayſt better and ſafe- | : 
lier ſleep with a Serpent in thy Boſom, than  < 
viith a Sin upon thy Sovl ; the one can only 


puniſh thee temporally, the other torments || t 
thee #ternally. Before ever then thou ſuffer | C 
the Temples of thy head to take any reit; | 5 
beg, O Chriſtian Brother, not only Pardon I d 
of thy Sins, but his Protection from all Dan- I fi 
gers : Which you may do in this following I n 

| W 


Prayer. 


Almighty 
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| A mer and Everlaſting God, I yield thee 
moſt humble and hearty thanks, for that 
thou haſt vouchſafed me of thy great Mercy and 


| Goodneſs, to preſerve me this day from all evil, 
F and I alſo beſeech thee, for thy bitter Death and 


Paſſion , moſt mercifully to forgrve me , a 
wretched Sinner, all my Offences, which I bawe 
this day committed by thought, word, or ated ; 
and hereafter to preſerve and keep me from all 
danger, as well of Body as of Soul ;, to the end 
I may riſe again in Health, to praiſe thy glori- 
ous Name, and joyfully to ſerve thee with a 
clean Body, and chaſte Heart. 


Whilſt thou art going to bed, exerciſe 
thy Mind with theſe holy and heavenly Me- 
ditations, As thou art pulling off thy clothes, 
think how it will not be long before thou be 
ſtripped of all, and go out of the World, 
as naked as thou cameſt ;, as Fob excellently 
expreſleth it, Naked came I, &c. 

And when thou art laid upon thy bed to 
take thy Repoſe, let it mind thee of thy 
Grave, thy Sheets of thy Shroud, and thy 
Sleep of thy Death, which indeed is the ſha- 
dow of it. ; and labour to fall aſleep with the 
lweet Meditation of it; and to that end, 
while thou art awake, exerciſe thy Mind 
with theſe or ſuch like Meditations. 

| Beg 


(74) 

Beg of Chriſt, That you might imitate 
him in his Death, which you may do in 
_ theſe ſhort Prayers. 


1. Jeſns died patiently. 

O my Soul, how il bave we imitated our 
ſweet Savionr mm onr Life and Manners :, Jet uw 
at eaſt frrive to imitate him in bs Death, by 
taking patiently whatſoever Croſs and AﬀiiGion 
be ſhall lay upon us, following dbear fully to” Adount 
Calvary. | 

O ny Saviour, though my Soul be not forced 
out of my Body by ſich a violent Death as thine; 
yet imprint, I beſeech thee , in my Soul ſuch 
ſweet Thoughts and Afﬀe@tions as thou didſft feel 
when thou didſt dic for my ſake. 


2. Jeſus dyed willingly. 

' O my God, give me health or ſickneſs, life i 
death ;, give me what thou pleaſeſt.,, not my will, 
bwt thy will be done. 

O my Saviour, #howbeing God's mnocent Son, 
oe 1n the flower of thme Age, and ſhall T de- 

e long Life, who am a Sinner, a Rebel, a Cri- 
inal 5 I yield, Lord, IT yield and ſubmit 
to Death's Summons. Farewel, Earth; farewe|, 
World: farewel, this Vale of tears and miſeries; 
Heaven is my happier home , Paradiſe 15 mud 
more pleaſant and agreeable , and Death ts m) 
way to it. | 
Ze Jeſy 
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\ . Jeſus prayed for ſtrength and conrage 
in the agony i death, | 
O my "efu , when my Claſs ſhall be alueff 
run out , when my Senſes fail me ,, when my 
r | Strength decays , and my Breath almoſt ſpent ;; 
s | O do not thou forſake me , Dear Feſu, when all 
y | things elſe ſhall leave and abandon me. 
n T hou art graciouſly pleaſed , Compaſſionate 
t | Creator, to take pity on the Fowls of the air, 
and the Beaſts of the Earth, and to ſuccour them 
4 intimeof n 4. O refuſe not thy favours to a 
Soul ſtampt with thy Sacred Image and reſem- 
< Hance ; but pity me, fuccour me , comfort me, 
a | 9nd prote® me from the bands of the Enemy. 


4. Jeſns dying pardoned his Enemies, and 
pray'd for them. | 

ll O my fmect Saviaur , in bonour of this thy 
fervent Charity , I pray forgive all thens that 
bave offended me in,my whole Life time ;, it now 
beartily grieves me that ever I hated them, and 
le- ere they bere preſent , how bumbly would I em- 
ri- vrace them, and beg their Pardon, Give them, 
lh 0 my God, thy Grace im this World , and thy 
el, Glory in the next. 


<1 Thus have 1 finiſhed my imperfe& Piece. 
And, O my God, as I began it by thy Goodneſs, 
FE, | p- 


lth 7 8 
fo I end it with thy praiſe. Let not the weak- 
neſs and /amplicity of the Agent be the Readers 
diſcouragement : but, O my Heavenly Father, 
give me thy Grace to live up to theſe Rules, leſ 
whilſt I preach and write to others , I my ſelf be- 
come g Caſt-away. 


FINIS. 
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Advertiſement. 


Rief Directions for our more devout Be- 

haviour in Time of Divine Service. 
With a Short Rationale on the Common-Prayc 
By the ſame Author, 


